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Radford Goodloe III RNT 

Jeff Hagglund III Both 

Adam Hobbs  I Both 

Chet Huang III RNT 

Herbert Johnson  I RNT 

Jeff Lundell III RNT 

Daniel Mendez   I Both 

Kregg Philport III RNT 

Maka Seavy III RNT 

Bret Sutton  I RNT 

 
 
 

 
 

 8      Daylight savings time begins at 2 am 
Mar         Spring Forward 

19  BEFA Board of Directors Meeting 
Mar      Thursday, 4 pm, RTN Classroom 

21     BEFA Flying Study Group  

Mar      Saturday, 10 – 11:45 am, RTN Classroom 

    Topic:    “Aeroelastic Stability” (a.k.a. Flutter) 
    Speaker:  Scott Hunziker   

               Host:      Fred Quarnstrom 

 
 

  
 

"What Pilots Should Know About Flutter" 

Flutter is a destructive aeroelastic phenomenon that can 

potentially affect any aircraft.  While your airplane has been 
carefully designed to prevent flutter, you should understand 

what that entails and be aware of conditions that might 
reduce flutter margins.   

Scott Hunziker is a BEFA member, CFI, and Boeing 
Technical Fellow.  In this presentation, he'll explain a bit 

about the physics involved and give you some practical 

information that may have you looking with new awareness 
on your future preflight inspections. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Membership Meeting & Crab Feed 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                           

        Time:       5 – 8 pm 

       Location:  BEFA Renton Hangar 

       Cost:        $20 per person 

                   Children 12 years and younger are free 
 

       Details to follow in the April newsletter. 
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Now that we are finally getting through the winter 
season and beginning to get more daylight and a little 

sunshine, I hope you’re thinking about getting the rust 
off and how do I get proficient again??  Considering a 

new rating or your next check ride, I’m pleased to report 

we have some new names on our CFI roster.   

We are in the process of trying to sell our C182RG, 

7568T.  If you know of anyone interested in this class of 
aircraft, have them contact Wes.    

I wish I had something new to report on our lease and 
building plans at RNT.  We have formally entered into 

arbitration and are waiting for the city to share their 

plan for completion of this process. 

April 25th will be the Annual Membership Meeting & Crab 

Feed, and I’m looking forward to seeing you all there. 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to the following BEFA members who 
staffed our booth at the 2020 Northwest Aviation 

Conference & Trade Show on February 22nd and 23rd. 

Mike Borkan Rocco Buty 

Kevin Cook Christian Frey 

Mark Gaponoff Karl Halloway 

Angela Kantjas Charlie Mallory 

Harium Martin-Morris Mikel Moore 

Gary Pipkin Skip Sethmann 

Max Welliver Harlan Zentner 

Thanks again for volunteering your time and effort.  It 

is much appreciated! 

 

BEFA’s Booth 

  
 
 
 

HOW TO HANDLE IT WHEN THE WORST 
HAPPENS! 

Your plan to maintain a visual separation from cloud build-
ups just fell apart.  After 20 minutes of weaving around 

darkening clouds, you never found a path to clear air.  

What looked like your last hope, squeaking through a 
narrow shaft of cloud-free sky toward brightness, was 

instead a trap.  The brightness was the sunlit flank of a 
towering cumulus cloud and you just flew into it.  You 

should have turned around sooner, but now thoughts of 

doing a 180 degree turn are relegated to second place as 
you fight to maintain control of the airplane in the wind 

shear, turbulence, and heavy rain of a thunder cell. 

What to do?  Experts debate the best methods for riding 

out a thunderstorm penetration, but there is a consensus 
of sorts.  Here are the main points you should remember if 

you find yourself in forbidden territory. 

Keep your cool:  This sounds easy from behind the 
pages of a newsletter, but it is central to survival. The 

airspeed and altimeter are all over the place, the rain 
sounds like hail (maybe it is hail), there are strong G 

forces, and you fear the worst. These are the sensations 

and trauma that you must endure in a thunderstorm.  You 
may be scared, but do your best to maintain control and a 

positive mental outlook.  Others have survived and you 
can too. 

Let someone know:  ATC, flight services, or flight watch 

need to know what’s going on.  Ideally, you are on an IFR 
flight plan (or using VFR advisories) and already have an 

ATC frequency set up.  If not, call and let them know 
what’s happening.  Don’t be bashful. You paid their salary 

and for their equipment, so use them.  They may be able 
to guide you around the worst of the storm. 

Tighten your seat belt:  Seat belt tension can be lost in 

a thunderstorm’s chaos, so be sure it’s tight.  Even if you 
are cinched down, don’t be surprised if your head meets 

the headliner once in a while.  If you have not stowed 
your luggage or other loose articles, you’ll wish you had 

because they can become missiles in turbulence.  The last 

thing you need is for a tow bar to smack you on the head 
while you are struggling to keep the airplane upright.  If 

this is not in your preflight checklist, add it. 

Set the power for maneuvering speed:  Fly the 

airplane at the appropriate speed for the actual weight (Va 
goes up at higher weights and is lower at lighter weights) 

and you will be able to use full control deflections without 

fear of overstressing the airframe. Should you enter a 
thunderstorm, immediately set the power for Va.   

 

From your Vice President,  

Kevin Chaney 

From your President,  

Bob Ingersoll 

From your Safety Officer,  

Mike Sievers 
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Fly attitude, not altitude:   Don’t chase the airspeed 

indicator or altimeter. Both instruments will be fluctuating 
wildly and you will end up past redline, stalling, or 

overstressing the airframe if you try to maintain a 
predetermined airspeed and/or altitude.  Instead, do your 

best to keep the attitude indicator’s airplane symbol as 

straight and level as possible.  Ride out the bumps and 
accept the altitude excursions. 

Hold your heading:  Try to hold your heading, that is.  
This will help keep your wings level – an essential 

ingredient to prevent an overbanking/over-speed 
combination. 

Don’t attempt to reverse course:   Once in a storm, a 

180-degree turn may prove disastrous if turbulence or 
wind shear rolls you over into a steep bank or upset.  

However, there is debate on this point.  Some say to go 
ahead and turn around as this is the quickest way out 

and you may avoid a larger cell ahead.  Others argue that 

the shortest route out of a cell is to maintain your course 
since most thunderstorms are only a few miles wide and 

that you will fly out of the other side in a few minutes. 

As PIC, the choice is up to you and there are good points 

to both of these arguments.  This is where ATC can settle 
the decision for you with information they have that is 

not available from your view point. 

Following the above points will help you ride out the 
storm and give you a good story (learning experience) to 

tell back on the ground.  You will also be a believer in the 
visual-avoidance school of thunderstorm evasion. 

Trust your eyes, keep your distance, and you will never 

have to worry about the ride-out measures. 
 

 

 

 

BEFA COVID-19 OPERATIONS PROCEDURE         
20-03-06 

BEFA is monitoring the COVID-19 breakout, and is asking 
for your cooperation in keeping a “best practices” 

regimen at the BEFA Flight Facilities, and when operating 
the aircraft or simulator. All operations are normal, except 

for this added safety practice. Be advised that we have 

yet to see any issues, and desire to err on the side of 
caution.  It is simply prudent to be proactive and vigilant 

in the shared community response to this health concern. 

It should be noted that when “flying the line”, we, or 

Maintenance used to wipe the cockpit flight 

controls/switches etc. down with disinfectant as a regular 
part of our pre-flights to reduce the chance of the 

common cold and flu amongst the Flight Crews. This is a 
best practice whether there is a heightened state of 

concern or not. Also, I’ve witnessed both Tower and  

 TRACON change of shifts doing the same as a standard 

procedure prior to shift changes, prior to this current 
issue. Not a bad practice no matter what... 

1. Staff is wiping down the office prime 

“touchpoint” areas twice daily with disinfectant 

towels and sprays on 

 Door knobs/handles 

 Computer key boards 

 Phones 

 Faucet handles 

 Common counters 

Feel free to help with disinfecting surfaces when 

at BEFA.  This is your facility! 

2. Please, wash your hands per Health Department 

recommendations, when you arrive at BEFA. 

3. Disinfectant towel containers will be dispersed 

in each aircraft and simulator for your usage in 

GENTLY wiping down the flight controls, knobs 

switches, and door handles. Fuel samplers too, 

they’re easy, just get a little 100LL on ‘em!  

Please add this task to your pre-flight list.   

DO NOT use wipes or sprays on any touch 
screens! 

4. If feeling ill, please stay home, per Health 

Department guidelines, until symptoms abate. 

This will go for the Staff and CFI’s as well. 

Staff/CFI’s will be available by phone for 

questions if they are out ill. 

5. RTC has NOT canceled any of the Ground 

School classes. The instructors are cleaning the 

classroom prior to each class. Thank you GSI’s! 

6. Hand sanitizers have been up and available for 

years at various locations through the BEFA 

complex as well as boxes of Kleenex. Please use 

them as needed. 

7. Do not shake hands.  

8. Try to use your own personal pen/pencils. 

9. Again, any volunteer help to disinfect the 

facilities etc. is appreciated. 

Just as with any flight through questionable weather, 
careful risk mitigation and awareness results in a much 

higher outcome of a successful flight! 

 

 

 

From your Operations Manager,  

Wes McKechnie 
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AIRCRAFT STATUS 

We’ve had a few planes out for the heavy maintenance 
which is usual for the winter months. Brief spells of nice 

flying weather have combined to up the normal squawk 
issues. All of this has jugged up the work flow, 

particularly with the Avionics squawks.  Consequently, it 

has necessitated some of the work to go to TIW causing 
the obvious logistical challenges. Thanks to Ace and The 

Avionics Shop for their support and response in accepting 
unscheduled maintenance issues! 

Briefly: 

 9537Q went in for its Annual inspection.  

During this inspection, two cylinders were 
found to be out of limits.  The engine was 

close enough to TBO that it did not make 

sense to replace the two cylinders.  We 
opted to install the new engine since the 

core was being built up at our California 
engine rebuilder.  

9537Q should be completed 3/11/20, with 
engine installed, subject to weather for the 

initial 1–hour engine break-in. This was a 

time consuming “firewall forward” install as 
we have not had that done for four engine 

changes. The usual new engine break-in 
restrictions of 15 to 20 hours will be in 

effect. 

 758NF will roll in shortly to have its new 

engine installed after the 9537Q engine is 

completed (a firewall forward job). It will 

be on wheels until the engine break-in is 

complete, so enjoy flying a 200HSP 

constant speed prop C-172 for a while.  It’s 

fun and the climb performance is great! 

 662AJ’s Annual is complete and should be 

back on line as of this reading. 

We have lowered the price on 7568T, and hope to have 

it sold soon so we can use the seed money to acquire a 
couple of more planes prior to the summer flying season. 

Any good leads on ”Straight Leg” C-182’s, or N, P or S 

model C-172’s, please contact either Oliver Meier or Wes. 
The pickings are getting thin out there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

’Attaboys’ for our Volunteers 

Your fellow members continue to pitch in to keep us 
running smoothly, often saving money in the process.  We 

thank the following for their recent contribution. 

 Harlan Zentner for helping fold the invoices 

 Paul Zahan for cleaning the floatplane 

firewall, organizing the hangar, and building 

shipping crate 

 Scott Bullene for donation of a NEST 

security camera 

 Keely Killebrew for relocating 97PD 

 Naish Gaubatz and Clark Manning for taxiing 

97PD to Ace 

 Skip Sethmann and Mike Borkan (CFI) for 

picking up 2711R 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pilots take no special joy in walking.   
Pilots like flying.”         

–Neil Armstrong 
 

AIRCRAFT RATES 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

BEFA’s 1977 Cessna R182 for Sale, $90K 

 

Contact Oliver Meier or Wes McKechnie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLOATPLANE PARTNERSHIP KRNT 

Share available in floatplane partnership based at 

KRNT.   

1979 Cessna 180K PPonk with Kenmore Upgross. 

PPonk Beef Up Kit. Rosen Visors, Door Sewards, 

AeroLEDs, New Leather, Dual Garmin G5s, Avidyne 

Audio Panel, Avidyne IFD540 FMS GPS Navigator, 

GTR225 2nd Comm, GTX345 ADS-B in/Out, GFC-500 

AP. On Aerocet 3500Ls during float season and 

wheels other 7 months of the year.  

Seeking experienced, incident free pilot with time on 

floats and tailwheel. Experience with aircraft 

ownership and partnerships preferred, but personality 

and integrity more important than anything.   

Brad Berger 253-230-1263, baberger@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

Fly-in to YKM for breakfast or lunch 

Tuesday – Saturday    9 AM – 5 PM 

NEW RESTAURANT AT YAKIMA 

AIRPORT 

INTERNET LINKS 

  

  

 

   

 

BEFA Homepage:  

http://www.befa.org 

     BEFA Facebook Page      

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Boeing-

Employees-Flying-

Association/208892645798282 

     BEFA Webcam:   

        

CONTACT US 

General Inquires or Information:    office@befa.org 

Operations Support:                           operations@befa.org 

Billing or Payment Support:              accounting@befa.org 

Event / Activity Coordination:           events@befa.org 

Social Media:                                media@befa.org 

Website Content:                                 office@befa.org 

BEFA AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE ISSUES  

Contact in the order of: 

1. Ops Manager, Wes McKechnie        (425) 271-2332 

2. Emergency/Semi-Emergency text    (425) 384-9680 

3. Ops Officer, Troy Larson 

4. Any Board Member 

 
Renton Maintenance: 

In the event no other contact above is available, call 

          Ace Aviation directly    (425) 204-0845. 

http://www.befa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Boeing-Employees-Flying-Association/208892645798282
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Boeing-Employees-Flying-Association/208892645798282
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Boeing-Employees-Flying-Association/208892645798282
https://video.nest.com/live/75LBU4d2bp
mailto:office@befa.org
mailto:operations@befa.org
mailto:accounting@befa.org
mailto:events@befa.org
mailto:media@befa.org
mailto:office@befa.org
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Contact information can be obtained from  

Flight Schedule Pro; navigate to People. 

 

OFFICERS & STAFF 

Board of Directors 

President  Bob Ingersoll 

Vice President Kevin Chaney 

Operations Officer Troy Larson 

Safety Officer Mike Sievers 

Treasurer Ann Galbraith 

Secretary Harium Martin-Morris 

 
Staff                     (425) 271-2332 

Operations Manager Wes McKechnie 

  Operations Assistant Diana Cassity 

Operations Assistant   

Saturday 
Yvonne Pipkin 

Accountant Millicent Rhoades  

Newsletter & Website   

Newsletter Editor Yvonne Pipkin 

Website Manager Carmen Prieto 

Web Content Admin Yvonne Pipkin 

 

There are no phones at this time. Please call the Renton 

office in an emergency, otherwise contact the focal 

below. 

EVERETT OFFICE CONTACTS 

PAE Coordinator Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Maintenance Casey Johnson 

PAE Facilities & 
Support 

Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Safety Focal 
Steve Kirsch 

Mike Dubbury 

Oliver Meier 


